


FILMMAKERS GO TO SCHOOL

\

ABOUT THE FILM

The Lake Merritt Monster
Benjamin Mulholland | US 2022 | 16 min |
Grades 4-9

When Ollie’s mother is attacked by a monster hiding

in the depths of Lake Merritt, he sets out on a mission
to find her—discovering instead a hidden network of
monster hunters tasked with protecting Oakland from its
own dark underbelly.

“It was a monster. A leviathan sent by the gentrifier to swallow up the homeless. But some of you are all going to
get gobbled up too. Soon, there'll be no escape for anybody. The rich, the poor, the weak, the strong, black or
white, the Lake Merritt monster is going to come for us and for all of Oakland. The monster is the shadow. Oak-
land’s strife. Greed, division, come to life.”

J

4 )
IMPACT

Who are the monster hunters of the City of Oakland? Mulholland's film The Lake Merritt Monster challenges its char-
acter Ollie to ponder what it means to believe in otherworldly forces entering reality, and how to work collaborative-
ly to combat them. This fictional adventure offers a fun opportunity for students to imagine their own superpowers

and explore how they might help protect the beauty of their city. )

/
ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Ben is an award-winning Oakland based writer and director,
who has been turning small budgets into engaging motion
pictures; most notably, The Lake Merritt Monster and the
M.O.A.B series of shorts. Ben's films seek to explore our col-
lective secret mythologies, joys, politics and mysticisms. Ever
delving deeper and expounding on his love affair with Sci-Fi,
Shamanism and Taoism, while enjoying the fun and thrill that
only movies can provide. He loves building worlds that trans-
port the viewer from the archetypal world that they know to

a mystifying adventure that will engage the heart and mind...
because this is the journey he is on. Ben is currently at work
on developing the feature version of The Lake Merritt Monster

\and writing two new films.
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BEHIND THE LENS
WHAT WERE YOU TRYING TO SAY?

How to Use this Thinking Routine:

This activity asks students to think critically about the filmmaker's intent while exploring their own interpretation
of the film's message.

Partner Prompts: Imagine you could step into the mind of the filmmaker for just a moment. Based on what
you saw, what do you think they were trying to say?

Write a Short Reflection that Includes:

* The message you think the filmmaker was trying to communicate - in one sentence.

* One choice they made (visual, audio, character, pacing, etc.) that helped communicate this message.
*  Whether or not that message came through clearly for you - and why.

* One follow-up question you'd ask the filmmaker about their intent, especially if it felt complicated,
subtle, or surprising.

Optional Challenge: Turn this activity into a mini-debate or discussion. Students can take different positions
based on their interpretations and evidence from the film.
¢ Did the filmmaker succeed in getting their message across?




